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The enterococcal strains isolated from milk powder from six dairy factories in five districts in Japan, for a period of 1 year, and from market milk pasteurized by different three methods, were identified and classified.
Of 601 enterococcal strains isolated from 334 milk powder and 22 market milk, 533 were identified as Str. faecium, 21 as Str. faecalis, 10 as Str. faecalis var. liquefaciens and 3 as Str. durans, but 34 remained unclassified.
Str. faecium occupied 533 or 92.3% of 577 strains from milk powder. On the other hand, the typical strain of Str. faecium was not obtained from the market milk examined.
By the use of six fermentation reactions, Str. faecium were divided into 9 fermentative types, and the type found most frequently in milk powder was subtype No. 5.
There were few regional differences in fermentative types of Str. faecium derived from milk powder. (Received July 21, 1964) 
